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Before Your Flight: Entry Requirements
U.S. travelers only need a valid passport. It must stay valid for the full length of your stay. No visa is required for
tourism. Keep your passport, flight details, hotel info, and transfer confirmations handy in your carry-on.

Arriving in the Ireland (Including Interntaional Connections)
Iternational Layovers:
o Ifyour flights are on one ticket and your bags are checked through to Ireland, you’ll stay in the airport’s
transit area during your connection. You won’t go through passport control in the connecting country. You’ll
clear Irish passport control when you land in Ireland.

If you must exit security during a layover:
o This happens mainly with separately booked tickets or when a bag can’t be checked through. In that case,
you may need to follow that country’s entry rules or pre-arrival steps before continuing to Ireland.

On arrival in Ireland:
o You'll clear passport control, pick up your checked luggage, and walk through customs. The process is
usually quick and straightforward.

Ground transportation:
o Dublin and Shannon both offer taxis, rideshares, buses, and private transfers. Car rental desks are easy to
find, and shuttles run regularly to the pickup areas.

Currency
Ireland uses the euro (€). Credit cards are widely accepted, even for small purchases. ATMs are easy to find. Let your
bank know you’re traveling so your card isn’t flagged.

Language
English is the main language. You'll also see Irish (Gaelic) on signs—especially in the west—but everyone speaks
English, so no worries there.
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Tipping

Tipping isn’t mandatory in Ireland, but it’s appreciated for good service. In restaurants, 10-12% is typical unless a
service charge is already included. You don’t tip for drinks ordered at the bar. For taxis, it’s common to round up the
fare. At hotels, a couple of euro per bag is standard for porters, and a small tip for housekeeping is welcome for
multi-night stays. For guided tours, €5-€10 per person for a half-day and €10-€20 per person for a full day is the
norm.

Driving in Ireland

They drive on the left, and many roads are narrow and winding. Roundabouts are common—yield to traffic already
inside. Automatic cars are limited, so reserve early if you need one. Add a few extra minutes to every drive; Google
Maps can underestimate rural travel times.

Weather & Seasons
Ireland’s weather changes quickly, no matter the season. Summers are mild, winters are cool and damp, and rain can
pop up anytime. Layers and a waterproof jacket are your best friends.

Electricity and Plugs
Ireland uses Type G plugs and 230V power. U.S. plugs won'’t fit without an adapter. Most phone and laptop chargers
are dual-voltage, but double-check anything with a heating element (hair tools).

Dining and Meal Expectations
Pubs are casual and family-friendly. Restaurant service is relaxed and not rushed—servers won’t bring the check until
you ask. Reservations help in busy towns. Breakfast tends to be hearty, and dinners start a bit later than in the U.S.

Public Transportation
Trains and buses work well between major cities like Dublin, Cork, Galway, and Limerick. Rural areas are more
spread out, so plan on a rental car or guided day tours for countryside sites.

Shopping and VAT Refunds

Non-EU visitors can claim a partial refund on VAT for many purchases. Look for shops displaying “Tax Free
Shopping.” Keep your receipts and follow the refund instructions at the airport.

Safety & Common Sense Tips
Ireland is very safe. Just stay aware in crowded spots, especially in Dublin’s busiest areas. Use normal precautions—
watch your bag, keep phones secure, and avoid leaving valuables in parked cars.

Emergency Numbers
Ireland’s emergency number is 112 or 999. Both reach police, fire, and medical services.
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Visit Ireland’s offical tourism website: https://www.ireland.com/en-us/ %ﬁ



